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August Newsletter 2009 Editor : Patsy Jones

From the President

Dear members,
The parallel importation of books is a hot topic at the moment.

In July 2009 the Federal Government published a Report (commissioned last December) to review the Parallel Im-
portation Provisions which, among others, allow Australian publishers 30 days to publish an Australian version of
any book that has been released anywhere in the world. (If the book is published within 30 days, all booksellers are
obliged to purchase the publication from the Australian publisher and cannot import the book from an overseas pub-
lisher).

Despite massive opposition from people involved in the Australian book publishing and selling industry, the Produc-
tivity Commission’s report recommended that the current laws governing parallel importation be repealed, to take
effectin July 2012. CBCA National President Marj Kirkland has been campaigning on our behalf against the pro-
posed changes, in an effort to show our support for those who will be disadvantaged by this decision.

It is the opinion of the book industry that this decision will have a devastating effect on the industry, and | would urge
you to become informed about this issue by reading the report at http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/study/books

The 563 submissions received by the Commission make for interesting reading as there are many well-known
names there! See http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/study/books/submissions

You might have seen popular children’s authors in the media; Morris Gleitzman was on the news one night, | think.
Write to your local federal MP, the Prime Minister, the Attorney-General, and the Minister for the Arts; all is not lost
yet! It’'s one way we can have a voice about something we are passionate about!

And locally...

It has been a busy few weeks, with the CBCA State Conference, closely followed by Book Week. Now preparations
are underway for a bigger and better Readers’ Cup Competition, with a record number of teams competing in the
south of the state. There is discussion on a national level about a National Readers’ Cup Final at some time in the
future. Thousands of children participate in Queensland each year, and the Queensland Branch of CBCA is lobbying
very actively for a national competition. Personally, | do enjoy the more laid-back atmosphere of our Southern Tas-
manian competition, and it’s to be hoped that we can retain this as the Competition grows and becomes more popu-
lar.

Finally, it's time for us to start planning our Branch AGM which will take place in late October. This is my last mes-
sage as President, as | will be standing down at that meeting. Having given CBCA (Tas) nearly 20 years of service, |
have decided not to stand for re-election this year; it's time for some new faces, and some new ideas. | encourage
you to think about joining the Committee, as there will be several vacancies to fill. Be assured you will have fun!

As | write this, schools will be preparing for Book Week. May you all have a wonderful Book Safari!
Best wishes,
Judy Moss

President

(For more information on the parallel importation issue, see http://www.ausbooks.com.au
and http://teenageresearch.wordpress.com/2009/07/16/parallel-importation/

The aliaCYSS e-list has been discussing the issue lately too. Ed.)
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Judge’s Report August 2009 (from Carol Fuller)

One could say that my Book Safari to the Book of the Year announce ments began with a
BANG!!! In fact 3 bangs in the engine of the aeroplane high above Launceston, just five
minutes after take off. Twelve hours later, still in one piece and not too shaken by the po-
tential mid-air calamity, | arrived at Coolangatta to be greeted by the national president,
Marj Kirkland, and Lindell Lutton, one of our judging co-ordinators. On the positive side of
such a delay, | was able to read two books from my current fourth box while | waited.

The weather on the Gold Coast was balmy and perfect for an outdoor ceremony in the Sea
Lion enclosure of Sea World; the venue chosen to fit the theme title of Book Week 2009,
Book Safari.

Shaun Tan was there to receive the Older Readers Book of the Year award (Tales of Sub-

urbia) as were Glenda Millard (Perry Angel’s Suitcase) for the Younger Readers award, Bob Graham (How to Heal
a Broken Wing) for the Early Childhood award, and Lincoln Hall (Alive in the Death Zone) for the Eve Pownall In-
formation Book of the Year award.

Also there to receive awards were: Anthony Eaton (Into White Silence), Christine Harris (Audrey of the Outback),
Stephen Michael King (Leaf and Applesauce and the Christmas Miracle), Chris McKimmie (Special Kev), Cath-
erine Bateson (The Wish Pony), Rosemary Sullivan and Dee Huxley (Tom Tom), Mark Greenwood and Frané Les-
sac (Simpson and his Donkey), Julia Vivas (the illustrator of Puffling), and Matt Ottley (illustrator of Home and
Away). And lots and lots of publisher representatives along with quite a large group of young readers.

The planning was perfect; all the speakers, including the Governor of Queensland, gave stimulating messages
about the benefits of reading for young people and the internationally renowned quality of Australian children’s lit-
erature. Marj Kirkland as convenor of the announcements broke with tradition and also announced the results of
the Junior Judges awards. In fact they were announced first. The Older Readers opted for James Maloney’s Kill
the Possum and the Younger Readers chose Then, demonstrating that our young people aren’t squeamish about
facing reality and do not need adults to be patronising about the deeper issues within our society. Puffling won the
hearts of Early Childhood readers and the favourite Picture Book was Sunday Chutney.

It was wonderful to see so many of the award winning authors and illustrators at the ceremony. Perhaps this is an
indication of the value that these talented people place upon the CBCA awards. | was disappointed that it was too
far to lug all my copies of these fantastic books so that they could be autographed by their creators, although some
of the judges who did attend did just that.

Despite being absolutely exhausted by the trip, mainly due to the travel delays, this was an experience | could not
have missed. After reading all those books and making sometimes heart breaking decisions about them and talk-
ing about the books to so many people, to see the creators receive their just rewards was fabulous. Can’t wait
until next year, and | will take my copies with me next time!

Congratulations to some special authors and illustrators!

Now that we can stop wondering which books received the CBCA awards for 2009, we can congratulate
Shaun Tan (Tales from outer suburbia) for his Book of the Year : Older Readers award. He has also been
shortlisted in the Artist category for the 2009 World Fantasy Awards, and Tales has been shortlisted in the
Collection category in the same Award. And Margo Lanagan’s Tender morsels is shortlisted in the Novel
category as well!

Congratulations also go to the authors of the other Winners and Honour Books for the various CBCA awards
this year— to see who these winners are, look at http://cbca.org.au/awards.htm

In Britain, Anthony Browne has been appointed the sixth Children’s Laureate; the 2009 CILIP Carnegie Medal
was awarded to Siobhan Dowd for Bog child (published just before her death in 2007); and Rosemary Sutcliff
has been awarded the 1990/2010 Phoenix Award for The shining company (for more information about this
award see http://www.childlitassn.org/phoenix award.html)
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Calling all storytellers!

Tasmanian Storytelling Festival presents :

BRUNY YARNS

Welcome to a weekend of yarning, musing, mu-
sic and fun for the whole family on Bruny Island!

Saturday 5 September

I 1.30 am Special gathering at Barnes Bay with Aboriginal Elders
(turn left off the ferry to Barnes Bay and follow the signs)

2.30 pm—4.00 pm Ruth Langford leads an interpretive walk
through the forest (meet at Lunawanna Shop at 2.15)

7.30 pm—10.30 pm Bruny Yarns Concert with stories, songs
and more at the Adventure Bay Community Hall. Tickets $15
and $10, bookings ESSENTIAL—O0413 557 247 or

tasstoryfest@gmail.com

Sunday 6 September

11.00 am—2.00 pm Family Yarns—fun for all the family with
storytelling, a puppet show, puppet making, and a BBQ fund-
raiser for the local school. Come along and celebrate Fathers’
Day with us at the Adventure Bay Community Hall

For information on accommodation and ferry times go to e s [SLAND
http://www.brunyisland.com y

There is no late return ferry on Saturday evening so plan to
stay overnight on Bruny.

SEPTEMBER

Tasmanian Writers’ Centre

The Writers’ Centre’s web page has recently undergone refurbishment, and now is a good time to have a look at
it — see http://www.tasmanianwriters.org/

Any CBCA (Tas.) members who are interested in developing a career in writing, for children or for adults, would
find the centre’s events, workshops, and membership benefits really useful, so do have a look.

Remember Captain Pugwash?

John Ryan, creator of Captain Pugwash, died in July at the age of 88. Let's hope we see some reprints of his
very popular books in the near future.

The Children’s Book Council of Australia Tasmanian Branch Inc ~ February 2009 3



BOOK SAFARI . JOURNEYS IN LITERATURE : ONE-DAY CONFERENCE
FRIDAY 31 JuLYy 2009

This was a very successful conference, enjoyed very much by those who were able to attend.

Below is a joint report on the conference from two attendees, one of whom (Sarah) is on the CBCA (Tas) Executive, and
neither of whom is a librarian — but apparently that didn’t stop them enjoying the day!.

“The quality of the speakers was impressive, with anecdotes that were very personal and emotional and consequently
memorable and moving for the audience.

Elizabeth Honey kicked off with a delightful account of her development as an illustrator and writer with published material
over nearly two decades. She held up her books as her story unfolded and read bits and pieces. We all mourned the fact
that one or two of the first ones are now out of print. She showed some slides about the journey of completing a collabo-
rative book with a German writer. Most interestingly she commented that moments of creative activity happened, for her,
during daily activities such as swimming laps in the pool or the semiconscious period before waking; and, therefore, the
classroom style of children opening their exercise books and being asked to write a story was perhaps not the best way to
elicit a quality piece of work. Elizabeth recognised the value of activities where children (and adults) are given the oppor-
tunity to create something (be it a picture or story book). For adults (and children) this may inspire future works.

Then Christina Booth spoke about her career as a fledgling illustrator/artist and development into published illustrator and
author. She spoke of the sweat and tears, the self doubt ,and the elation of success.

A panel of speakers on ‘Children’s Literature : the passion and the practice’ included Petrina Osbome (academic and li-
brarian at Drysdale College), Kathryn Lomer (published author of poetry, novels and short stories for young adults),
Damian Morgan (Stories Bookshop in Launceston), and Kate Gordon (about-to-be-published author for young adults).
They were all very interesting in detailing what they had achieved and how they had got there. Petrina described her
cross-over from registered nurse to academic and how passion motivated this shift. She admitted to being a fan of the
reality TV show Masterchef (a matter close to my heart) and quoted a celebrity chef summarising the career as "If you
don'tlove it, don't do it!". She pointed out that in her opinion more could be done to promote children's literary develop-
ment in Tasmania.

Kathryn Lomer and Kate Gordon both talked about their childhood and life experiences as being formative to their motiva-
tion to write things down for others. These personal accounts were amusing and inspiring. Damian Morgan spoke about
the Australian Children’s Literature Alliance (ACLA) and the potential Australian Children’s Laureate role that ACLA will be
promoting in the near future. After hearing the other speakers talk about passion and practice, any of them would be
great candidates for this role as they were so well spoken and enthusiastic about the topic.

Doug Macleod finished the day with a no holds barred comedy. He read one of his poems and was very entertaining.
Doug is passionate about tolerance as a theme but, based on his talk, his stories probably use humour to get the mes-
sage across.

A general theme from all speakers was that the business of writing and illustrating books for young people is not particu-
larly lucrative, but that didn't seem to stop them or dampen their enthusiasm to spread the word, or draw.

Carol Fuller, CBCA judge for 2009 and 2010, wrapped up the day with a description of how she has tackled the process
of reading and judging the books submitted for consideration for a CBCA award. She was realistic in how she described
the job (it's not easy!) but also inspiring in that it seems to be a worthwhile task to become involved in.

All of the speakers/authors generously answered questions, signed books and chatted over lunch.

Overall, the conference provided a fantastic insight into the lives and the careers of these speakers and was inspiring and

interesting for all attendees. The attendees in the youth literature industry will be able to pass valuable information on to
their students and encourage a love of books or a career as an illustrator/author.”
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International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY)

We had an interstate visitor at our monthly Committee Meeting in August. Jenni Woodroffe, longstanding Committee
Member and current Newsletter Editor of CBCA (WA) was visiting family in Tasmania, and took the opportunity to at-
tend not only our Conference, but also the meeting. At both events she spoke about IBBY, and Jenni’s talk to the
Committee is reproduced here for your information.

You can read the latest IBBY Australia newsletter at http://www.alia.org.au/groups/ibby/

“IBBY Australia is one of 72 National Sections that belong to the International Board on Books for Young People
founded by Jella Lepman after World War Il. It arose out of an exhibition of the world's best books for children organ-
ized by Jella Lepman which later became the International Youth Library based in Munich. Currently IBBY has links
with IFLA, UNESCO, UNICEF and the IRA (The International Reading Association).

IBBY is noted for its biennial award, the Hans Christian Andersen Award, also known as the Little Nobel, which is
awarded to both an illustrator and writer for their body of work. lvan Southall was the first Australian to be nominated
by IBBY Australia in 1976 and 1978. In the previous decade Nan Chauncy's Tangara was nominated by Great Britain.

In 1986 at the Tokyo Congress, Patricia Wrightson (writer) and Robert Ingpen (illustrator) both received the HC Ander-
sen Award, and it was the first time a single country received both awards. Maurice Saxby was the first Australian Ju-
ror and Ena Noel, who was President of IBBY Australia for over 20 years, was also a member of the National Execu-
tive of IBBY. Ena also instituted the Ena Noel Award which last year was awarded to Markus Zusak. IBBY Australia
has also held a number of Conferences in Australia, including one in WA in 1985.

Currently it costs $AUD7,000.00 to belong to IBBY, and this is based on our GNP. This subscription is currently paid
for by ALIA (The Australian Library and Information Association). Each nomination of a writer and/or illustrator for the
HC Andersen Award also costs $AUD700.00. In 2008 IBBY Australia nominated Jackie French (writer) and Shaun
Tan (illustrator) and it was the first time in 22 years there had been an Australian nomination!

The IBBY Honour List costs about $AUD160.00 per nomination for a title by a writer, illustrator and/or translator. Cur-
rently a sub committee is working on the 2010 nomination from Australia, which has to be something published in the
past three years.

In 2008, there were 6 participants from Australia who attended the Copenhagen Congress. In 2010 in September the
Congress will be held in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, and the theme will be The Strength of Minorities.

One of IBBY's platforms is that each child should be encouraged to learn to read in his/her mother tongue - a chal-
lenge for Australia with our many indigenous and multi-cultural communities.

There are a number of significant IBBY awards:

The IBBY-Asahi Award for reading promotion (two awards every two years);

The Yamada Award to assist with writing, illustrating and publishing books to help children read in their native lan-
guage; and

Children in Crisis projects, which originated after the Boxing Day tsunami to assist children in areas stricken by flood,
famine, earthquake and other natural disasters as well as war ravaged countries.

Special Celebration

ICBD (International Children's Book Day) is usually celebrated on the anniversary of Hans Christian Andersen's birth-
day, 2 April. In 2010, however, we will celebrate it on Wednesday 31 March. Friends of IBBY across Australia are en-
couraged to Light a Candle for IBBY and world peace, have a meal together and speak for 3 minutes about a chil-
dren's book that has profoundly influenced them. Other suggestions for activities with children will be promoted on the
IBBY Australia website. It is hoped to have a dark map of Australia, with a light everywhere there is a celebration of
ICBD.

We are trusting that CBCA (Tas) will support our endeavours and promote ICBD and its associated activities around
the state.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to promote IBBY Australia.”
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Reading matters (May 2009)

Nella and Patsy (CBCA committee members) attended the 2009 Reading Mat-
ters conference in Melbourne this year, and both enjoyed it thoroughly. Below
is Nella’s report on the conference.

“My first Reading Matters conference was a treat — filled with wonderful in-
sights into why people tell stories. The official opening was the Hypothetical:
So you want to be a YA writer — an entertaining look at the publishing world.

My day started earlier at the student sessions. Do attend these if you have the
opportunity. Although the performances were repeated, the discussions were
different, highlighting the versatility and performance skills of the authors.
Highlights of the full programme were:

e The M.T. Anderson session with a violinist playing The Devil's Trill Sonata
that was featured in The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing

e John Green who said that we learn shared humanity through stories

e The performances — especially the revenge scene from Paper Towns

e Bernard Beckett — a scientist who champions the depth of information in

books and who said the perfect ending is “both surprising and inevitable”

e Mal Peet — the would-be Jamie Oliver of books for children, weaning them

off noodles to books that are “fibre rich”

e Meeting some of our newer authors — Tristan Bancks, Adrian Stirling, Amra Pajalic, Michelle Cooper, Mo Johnson
e Alison Goodman’'s comment “fear makes misers of us all”

e Hearing Randa Abdel-Fattah’s account of her father’s return to Palestine which led her to write Where the streets
had a name

And now to read all the books | purchased....

Brainstorming ideas for Book Week

This year, as in other years, CBCA (Tas) held sessions in some areas of the state, where teachers and librarians met to
discuss the books shortlisted for a CBCA

award in 2009. The aim of these sessions

was to share ideas for presenting Book

Week and the shortlisted books to stu-

dents and public library attendees.

A list of the ideas was compiled from
these sessions, and a copy of this list was
emailed to all CBCA (Tas) members—
another benefit of membership of CBCA
(Tas)!

Thanks to all the people who attended and generously shared their ideas and plans, and thanks to the Launceston and
Rosny libraries for providing the venues for these sessions.
Fathers and reading

A British booklet, Getting the dads on board, published by the National literacy Trust, is available online at
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/familyreading/Blokes.pdf

Whether you're involved in a play group, a school, or a public library, you'll find this booklet of interest.
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Applications called for

Applications are invited for the Tasmanian representative on the interstate judging panel for the 2011 and 2012 CBCA
Book of the Year Awards .

The Children’s Book Council of Australia (Tasmanian Branch) Inc. invites applications for the honorary position of CBCA
Book of the Year Awards Judge representing Tasmania on the National Awards Judging Panel for the 2011 and 2012
CBCA Book of the Year Awards.

Selection Criteria:
Recognised standing and qualifications in the field of children’s literature
Wide and recent knowledge of children’s literature, especially Australian children’s literature
Awareness of illustration techniques, design, editing, printing and production processes
Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

Eligibility for serving as a judge:

Those seeking the position as Tasmanian judge must be current financial members of The Children’s Book Council of
Australia (Tasmanian Branch) Inc.

A person with a current vested interest in the Awards may not be a judge. Examples include authors, illustrators, book
editors and publishers.

Notes

Judges are appointed for a two-year term.

The reading period extends from approximately May till February. Reports on each book are compiled and circulated and
discussed via email and teleconferences with other members of the panel during this time.

Between the end of February and the Short List announcement, judges prepare for the five-day Judges’ Conference in
early April, by rereading and refining potential shortlists. All judges attend the Judges’ Conference at which short lists,
honour books and winners of the Awards are decided.

The Tasmanian judge is also expected to promote the Awards in the Tasmanian community and to contribute to the
compilation of Notable Australian Children’s Books.

If you wish to apply for this position, please send a letter outlining your interest and addressing the selection criteria to
The President, CBCA (Tas Inc.), PO Box 113, MOONAH 7009.

If you wish to send an application in electronic form, or require any further information, please contact the Secretary
through the CBCA (Tas) website to be provided with an email address.

Applications close on 9 October 2009.

Colin Thompson, humane values, and social responsibility

Anne Boxhall, Education Coordinator for the Dogs’ Homes of Tasmania, is promoting the Humane Beings program for
schools, with the program’s extension based on three of Colin Thompson’s books : The big litle book of happy sadness,
Sometimes love is under your foot, and Unknown.

If you are interested in finding out more about the program, or obtaining a copy of it, contact Anne at
anne@dogshomesoftas.com.au

As Anne says, with The big little book of happy sadness being an Honour Book this year, this program could provide
some useful ideas for teachers and students.

Justin d’Ath visits Launceston

Justin will be launching his new book, Devil danger, in the Launceston Library at 2.00 pm on 10 September. This will be
followed by a dinner at Stories Bookshop at 5.30 pm, cost $20 for the meal (bookings for the dinner are a must).
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The National AGM for 2009 will be held on 20—22 November, 2009, in Brisbane.

Dates for your Diary

Branch meetings are held at Unions Tasmania Building, 379 Elizabeth St, North Hobart, usually on the first Tues-
day of each month.

All interested persons are welcome to attend. Dates of meetings are also posted on our website : check at
http://www.cbcatas.org/events

Our first branch meeting for the new year was held on 3 March 2009. Remaining meetings for 2009 are as
follows :

e 1 September

e 6 October

e 3 November

Other important dates for 2009 are

e 5-6 September Bruny Yarns — Tasmanian Storytelling Festival—see page 3
e 17 October Annual General Meeting — venue to be notified
e 28 October Readers’ Cup (South) competition - venue to be notified

CBCA (Tas Branch) Executive members can be contacted at: tas@cbc.org.au

Benefactors of The CBCA Awards Foundation: Scholastic Australia, Allen & Unwin, Laurie Copping OAM (in
memoriam), Thyne Reid Trust No. 1

Major Donors of The CBCA Awards Foundation: Australia Post, Era Publications, Five Mile Press, Libby
Gleeson AM, Hachette Children’s Books Australia, Hardie Grant Egmont, HarperCollinsPublishers Australia, Ips-
wich District Teacher-Librarians’ Network, The James N Kirby Foundation, Kinross-Wolaroi School, Koala Books,
The Library Board of Queensland, Beryl Moncrieff Matthews (in memoriam), Angela Namoi, The Northern Terri-
tory Government, Parents and Boys of Sydney Grammar Edgecliff Prep School, Penguin Books Australia, Ran-
dom House Australia, Emily Rodda (Jennifer Rowe), Gillian Rubinstein, Maurice Saxby AM, SA Dept of the Arts &
Cultural Development, Julie Vivas, Walker Books Australia, Cassandra Weddell, QId (in memoriam), Maisie
Williams, Garah, NSW (in memoriam), Sue Williams

Donations to the CBCA Awards Foundation are tax deductible and can be sent to :

PO Box 172, Blackheath NSW 2785
Ph: 02 4787 8492 or 02 9630 2424
Fax : 02 9630 2594
Or donate on line : http://cbca.org.au/foundation.htm
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