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Dear members,

Despite the doom and gloom we all experience from time to time as lovers of children’s literature, it is heartening to
know that children’s reading is alive and well!

At the recent launch in Hobart of the 2009 MS Readathon we were represented by CBCA Vice-President Angela
Briant, who commented on the enthusiasm and energy of those associated with the 30" year of the MS Readathon!
It was back in 2004, when Tasmania was acting as CBCA National Executive, that a partnership was forged be-
tween our two organizations, and this liaison still continues. We wish them well for the 2009 event!

Partnerships with like-minded organizations are essential in today’s world where technology and formalized “literacy”
initiatives seem to take up so much time and effort in schools. We also really value our strong relationship with the
Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition, and appear on the front page of their website.

With the Premier's Reading Challenge about to get underway again in Tasmania, we applaud the changes in the
way this is being run this year. CBCA offered feedback in the 2008 review, and it is pleasing that teachers and par-
ents now have more autonomy and choice in the range of books children are able to read. | know there will be many
teachers and library staff in schools who would have breathed a sigh of relief to hear that “students will be chal-
lenged to read at least one book a week by any writer and on any topic, including fiction and non-fiction, as long as it
is appropriate and a challenging read”. Good news indeed, that those lists are a thing of the past!!

Following our wonderful Joint Conference with ASLA last year, both organizations would have been happy for a re-
peat performance, but logistics did not allow for this to happen. So, | am happy to announce our one-day CBCA
State Conference:

BOOK SAFARI : JOURNEYS IN LITERATURE
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE
FRIDAY 31 JULY IN HOBART

Register now!! You will find full details and a registration form in this newsletter. We have tried to keep the cost
down as low as possible, and think it's pretty good value, as our special guests are

ELIZABETH HONEY AND DOUG MACLEOD

We’re excited, and hope you are too.... See you therel!

Judy Moss
President
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Judge’s Report May 2009 (from Carol Fuller)

The experience of a CBCA judges’ conference is one not to be missed. It was
sensational! It was very hard work of course but such a mind opening, stimulat-
ing interaction of some really remarkable thinkers and very knowledgeable
readers.

| don’t think | have ever felt so closely related to a group so quickly before but |
guess we all had 374 books in common. The other judges are all very memora-
ble individuals with such unique personalities and each one brought something
quite different but complementary to the group discussions.

Working from 8.30 in the morning until 5 pm or later was very draining, espe-
cially having to write up comments at the end of a gruelling day of debate and
decision making. Some of the decisions one has to make as an individual as
the shortlist emerges are really quite emotional and gut wrenching. | was really
amazed at how exhausting it was just sitting, talking and deciding the relative
merits of all those wonderful books.

Each night we went to a different restaurant for a meal and this was an excellent way to wind down and debrief.
All the same | found | had to spend one whole night rereading a book just to remind myself of the quality of the
book. | must say | returned from Brisbane quite worn out.

The announcement of the shortlist at Government House Queensland was a memorable occasion and one could
not have wished for a better speech by the Governor Ms Penelope Wensley AO. If you go to
www.govhouse.gld.gov.au and search under the heading of Governor you can find and read just what she said to
us. We had lovely nibbles and bubbles as well as the excitement of the shortlists. It was fabulous.

That night we had the fun of attending the CBCA Queensland Clayton’s Shortlist Announcement which was fun
and interestingly either very close or miles away from the official choices. | also won the raffle and came home
with more books, wine and Easter eggs. It was a very appropriate ending to a most fulfilling reading adventure. |
can’'t wait for next year.

PS | think | might just venture north again in August to be there for the Winners announcements. |s anyone going
to join me?

Carol Fuller

BOOK WEEK MERCHANDISE

Have you sent in your order for this year’s merchandise? If
you haven’t, please do so very soon.

This year we have ordered rather less material than in previ-
ous years (there’s a global financial crisis!) so we may not be
able to fill late orders. Note : There are no lanyards or black
and white bookmarks available this year.

Deliveries will commence next month, and orders will be filled in the order of receipt.

You’ll find the order form and how to order at http://www.cbcatas.org/merchandise/
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Upcoming events of note

INDIA—The Indian Section of the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) is holding an Interna-
tional Conference on Children’s Libraries, Building a Book Culture, on 4—6 February next year in New Delhi.

They are currently calling for papers for the conference—for the full information, see
http://www.awic.in/events/forthcoming-events/intenational-conference-on-childrens-libraries.htm

I’'ve always wanted to go to India—and it's during school holidays!

AUSTRALIA—National Simultaneous Storytime is scheduled for Wednesday,
27 May, at 11.00 am. You can register your school or library on the ALIA NSS
website at http://www.alia.org.au/advocacy/storytime/2009/

The story this year is Pete the sheep, and for the occasion special permission has
been granted by the publishers to display the pages of this popular story as a
PowerPoint presentation. If you have already registered you will have received
your emailed presentation already—»but it's not too late to register!

MELBOURNE—Reading Matters, organized by the Centre for Youth Literature in Victoria, will be held in
Melbourne from 28 to 30 May this year. Speakers include Mal Peet, Tim Flannery, Isobelle Carmody, and MT
Anderson — for more information see

http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs/literacy/reading matters/

SYDNEY- The Children's Book Council of NSW and Walker Books Australia invite you to an International Con-
nection Dinner with M.T. Anderson & Mal Peet at 7.30 pm on 21 May at the Hughenden Hotel, Woollahra. If you're
likely to be in Sydney in the next week or so, consider attending this! A great opportunity to meet these acclaimed
writers and other CBCA members. You can book with the NSW CBCA on 02 9818 3858 or you download a flyer
from http://nsw.cbca.org.au/news.htm

For more information contact Jessica Francis (Publicity Officer) at 02 9818 3858 or jessicafrancis@y7mail.com

HOBART—The 2009 National Conference of the Australian Association for the Teaching of English (AATE) and
the Australian Literacy Educators’ Association (ALEA), ‘Bridging Divides: ensuring access, equity and quality in
literacy and English education’, will be held in Hobart at the Wrest Point Conference Centre, 9-12 July 2009. For
more information, see

http://www.englishliteracyconference.com.au/index.php?id=28&year=09

The 2009 Readers’ Cup in the southern part of the state will be held on 28 October. To download all information
about this event, including the entry form, the list of books for primary and secondary students, and advice on how
to manage the competition within your school, go to the CBCA (Tas) home page at http://www.chcatas.org/

And last but definitely not least, the CBCA (Tas) conference will be held on 31 July. See
pages 7-10 for more detail about this must-attend event for this year.
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National Conference

You have probably heard already that the Queensland Executive of CBCA reluctantly decided, after much discussion and
thought, to cancel the conference planned for next year. We all share their disappointment that the global financial crisis
made this step necessary—potential sponsors felt unable to commit to the conference in the present financial climate
which is tipped to worsen, and potential attendees were unsure of their capacity to attend. This exposed the conference
to unacceptable financial risk and so the decision was made.

We feel for the Queensland people who have had to see all their planning and enthusiasm lost.
Book Week 2009

A reminder that you will find the shortlist for this year’s awards at http://cbca.org.au/shortlist.htm

The winners will be announced and awards presented on Friday August 21.

CBCA (Queensland) has printed t-shirts with the Book Safari images created by Matt Ottley (the winner of the 2008 Pic-
ture Book of the Year Award). You can order yourself one using the order form below—post the form to CBCA (QId
Branch) Inc., PO Box 828 SPRING HILL 4004 or fax to (07) 3217 5155. Email : bethgren@bigpond.net.au

Queensland Branch Quantity Non-members Members price Amount
T-shirts—black price
only—chest meas-
urement

Size 8—88cm $16.00 $15.00
Size 10—96 cm

Size 12—96 cm

Size 14—100 cm

Size 16—104 cm

Size 18—108 cm

Size 20—112 cm

Size XL—I16 cm

Size 2XL—I122 cm

Handling charge $2.00

Total

Place orders early. Late orders cannot be guaranteed. An invoice including postage and handling charges will be sent with the merchan-
dise. CBCA QId branch is not registered for GST.

Contact person Membership number

School Library/Organisation

Address

Suburb/Town Postcode
Phone Fax Email

Purchase order number Date

Ipswich East State School (Queensland) has produced a booklet of ideas and activities for this year which you might
find useful—see page 5 for a copy of their order form.
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CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 2009

Children’'s Book Week will be held this year from
22- 28 August. The theme for this year is ‘Book
Safari’. The Ipswich District Teacher-Librarian
Network is producing a book of ideas and activi-
ties based on the theme and books shortlisted for
the Children's Book Council of Australia Book of
the Year Awards.

The book contains blackline masters and lists of
activities and ideas including display ideas suitable
for libraries and classrooms to help celebrate
Book Week. It can be used as a source of ideas
to support literacy outcomes in future years.
(Includes colour centrefold.)

The Ipswich District Teacher-Librarian Network is a Major Donor to the Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards Foundation.

Books available near the end of June. Order now to ensure you receive your copy.

How to order:
Mail an order form to Book Week Publication,
Ipswich East State School, Jacaranda Street, East Ipswich, Qld. 4305
or fax your order to 07 3432 6340
ABN 53 577 033 409

Block letters please
School/Institution
Attention of
Address
State Postcode
Phone () Fax ()
Order number Date order placed
Please supply copies of Book Safari @ $28.00 per copy. (includes GST)
Please make cheques payable to Ipswich East State School. Office Use Only
All costs include postage and handling. BOOK NO

http://www.learningplace.com.au/sc/ipswich/idtin

/ /  Book Posted
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Snippets of interest

Blueberries for Sal (Robert McCloskey, Viking 1948) has been unavailable for some time.
The publishers have at last reached an agreement with the McCloskey estate for the entire
McCloskey works to stay with Penguin, so we can expect them to remain in stock at our book-
sellers. A new edition of Blueberries should be available in May or June, so watch out for it!

Digital children’s channel—did you hear in late April that the Federal Government is
committed to establishing a dedicated children’s channel on the ABC? For more information, see
http://www.minister.dbcde.gov.au/media/media_releases/2009/028

Little Big Book Club and the State Library of Tasmania hosted a visit by Jeannette Rowe in March.
Jeannette came to Tasmania to promote the release of the Baby Boo series plus a new Whose? book. She ran two spe-
cial story and drawing times for children which attracted good numbers - approximately 120 at the Kingston Library and
100 at the Hobart Lending Library. She also ran a professional development event at the Rosny Library which was at-
tended by 30 people. The attendees came from all areas of the community - home educators, child care workers, teach-
ers, library staff, child care workers, education students, a fine arts student, child health nurses, parents, grandparents
and interested members of the public.

And in April the two organizations were joined by the Tasmanian Writers’ Centre to provide a free event for
emerging and aspiring authors and illustrators of children’s books—Frances Watts and David Legge spoke with the 23
attendees on issues such as finding a publisher, finding an agent, promoting the book, etc.

Let’s hope we have some more events of this type available to us soon!

Rippa Reading—Dr Belle Alderman (Collection Development Manager, Lu Rees Archives) has reminded us that the
Lu Rees Archives hopes to acquire a full run of Rippa Reading, a journal created by Jonathan Appleton while a student
at Redlands School in Sydney.

Jonathan has donated all his letters written as an adolescent to Australian authors and illustrators to the Lu Rees
Archives. They are now organised and available to those interested.

The Archives now have copies of all but 15 of the 52 issues. Belle would be grateful if you could delve into your various
sources and help complete the set.

Missing issues: 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9,11,12,13,14,15,16,and 42

From the CILIP Youth Libraries Group Conference in the UK in 2008—a couple of presentations you
might find interesting :

http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/youth/training/YLG%20Conference%20Resources%202008.htm

Newbery and Caldecott medalists for 2009
Neil Gaiman won the Newbery award for The graveyard book

Beth Krommes (illustrations) and Susan Marie Swanson (text) won the Caldecott medal for The house in the night
And congratulations to :

Bob Graham who is on the Kate Greenaway short list (to be announced 25 June) for How to heal a broken wing
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BOOK SAFARI : JOURNEYS IN LITERATURE
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

FRIDAY 31 JuLy 2009

RYDGES, CNR ARGYLE AND LEWIS STREETS, NORTH HOBART

Doug MaclLeod Christina Booth Elizabeth Honey

< Inspirational speakers
<+Practical ideas for Book Week
+»Book sales and author signings
+Networking opportunities

The Children’s Book Council of Australia (Tas Branch) Inc.
ABN 703 485 18062
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FEATURED AUTHORS

Doug Macleod

Author Doug MaclLeod's best-known book is probably Sister Madge’s Book of Nuns. \What
started as a practical joke on a publisher became one of the most popular children's books in
Australia. lllustrated by Craig Smith, it was published by Omnibus Books in 1986. A brand new
edition of the book, with extra nuns, was published by Puffin in 2002.

Doug worked in TV comedy for 16 years but returned to writing children’s books in 2002. In
2007 his teen novel I'm being Stalked by a Moonshadow was shortlisted in both the New
South Wales Literary Awards and the CBCA Book of the Year Awards.

Though still writing for young people, Doug also has fun working part-time as script editor on
the popular TV series, Kath and Kim. With co-writer Philip Dalkin he has just completed writ-
ing 26 episodes of the animated TV series, Dogstar, for the BBC and Channel Nine. The script
for the first episode won him an Australian Writers’ Guild award in 2006.

Doug's newest book is Siggy and Amber, due for publication in June 2009 (Penguin), for ages
12 and up.

Elizabeth Honey

Award-winning author/illustrator/poet Liz Honey lives in Richmond, Melbourne, with her graphic
designer husband, her two grown-up children (whom she used to test her stories on, and truth
be known, still does!) and Dup, a scruffy little terrier.

From her earliest writings, a selection of Piggy stories illustrated in colour pencil, including
Lampwick and Piggy Catch a Wolf, Liz has gone on to write a number of picture books,
poetry collections and YA novels. Her novel 45 + 47 Stella Street and everything that hap-
pened there is well established as a modern classic. Her recent publications include novels
Remote Man and To the Boy in Berlin, and a delightful collection of bedtime lullabies, I'm
Still Awake Still! Elizabeth’s picture book Not a Nibble! was CBCA Picture Book of the Year in
1997.

Her books have been published in Germany, Italy, Korea, USA, UK and Canada.

Christina Booth

Christina lives in Launceston, having spent much of her life in Tasmania. She has illustrated
many books written by others, including Max Fatchen, Colin Thiele, Jackie French, Christabel
Mattingley, and Meredith Costain. Christina’s most recent success was the picture book created
entirely by her, Purinina: A devil’s tale.

Hobart Bookshop in attendance all day for sales and signing
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DRAFT PROGRAM FOR CBCA CONFERENCE 2009

BOOK SAFARI : JOURNEYS IN LITERATURE

8.45 am Registration and coffee

9.15 am Conference opening

9.30 am Session 1 Elizabeth Honey

10.30 am Morning tea and author signing

11.00 am Session 2 Christina Booth

11.45 am Session 3 Literature for children and young
people : The passion and the
practice
Panel discussion featuring local experts
Petrina Osborne, Damian Morgan and
others

12.45 pm Lunch and author signing

1.45 pm Session 4 Doug MacLeod

2.45 pm Session 5 Book Safari : The Book of the Year
Awards in 2009 and
beyond

4.00 pm Close
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Page 10

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

BOOK SAFARI : JOURNEYS IN LITERATURE

FRIDAY 31 JUuLY 2009
RYDGES HOTEL, NORTH HOBART

ABN 703 485 18062

Registration form and tax invoice
SECTION A: Delegate details. Please complete this form for each delegate attending

Title First name Surname

School

Home Address

Daytime phone contact Mobile

Special dietary requirements

SECTION B: Registration. Accepted only with payment. No refunds after 24 July

CBCA member_ Member number $70.00

% Includes ASLA, ALIA individual member

R/

% 2 attendees per CBCA institutional membership

Non-member $95.00

TOTAL COST $

Note: CBCA (Tas) Inc is not registered for GST

[ Cheque Payable to CBCA (Tas Branch) Inc

[ Electronic Funds Transfer Account name CBCA (Tas Branch) Inc
BSB 067 002
Account number 28037843
Reference Quote name/school

Please complete this form and return it with your cheque to The Treasurer, CBCA (Tas Branch) Inc, PO Box
113, MOONAH Tas 7009.

If paying electronically, please fax this completed form to the Treasurer, Fax number 03 6243 0620

The Children’s Book Council of Australia Tasmanian Branch Inc ~ February 2009 10



Page |1

The following dates were set at the National AGM :

Friday 21 August 2009 Winners announcement
22—28 August 2009 Book Week—Book Safari

Dates for your Diary

Branch meetings are held at Unions Tasmania Building, 379 Elizabeth St, North Hobart, usually on the first Tues-
day of each month.

All interested persons are welcome to attend. Dates of meetings are also posted on our website : check at
www.cbcatas.org/events

Our first branch meeting for the new year was held on 3 March 2009. Remaining meetings for 2009 are as
follows :

7 July

e 4 August

e 1 September

e 6 October

°

Other important dates for 2009 are
e Brainstorming session for Book Week planning—Rosny Library, date and time to be announced; Phil Leonard
Room at Launceston Library 4.00—5.00 pm 8 July

e 31July CBCA (Tas) conference
17 October Annual General Meeting — venue to be notified
28 October Readers’ Cup (South) competition - venue to be notified

CBCA (Tas Branch) Executive members can be contacted at: tas@cbc.org.au

Benefactors of The CBCA Awards Foundation: Scholastic Australia, Allen & Unwin, Laurie Copping OAM (in
memoriam), Thyne Reid Trust No. 1

Major Donors of The CBCA Awards Foundation: Australia Post, Era Publications, Five Mile Press, Libby
Gleeson AM, Hachette Children’s Books Australia, Hardie Grant Egmont, HarperCollinsPublishers Australia, Ips-
wich District Teacher-Librarians’ Network, The James N Kirby Foundation, Kinross-Wolaroi School, Koala Books,
The Library Board of Queensland, Beryl Moncrieff Matthews (in memoriam), Angela Namoi, The Northern Terri-
tory Government, Parents and Boys of Sydney Grammar Edgecliff Prep School, Penguin Books Australia, Ran-
dom House Australia, Emily Rodda (Jennifer Rowe), Gillian Rubinstein, Maurice Saxby AM, SA Dept of the Arts &
Cultural Development, Julie Vivas, Walker Books Australia, Cassandra Weddell, QId (in memoriam), Maisie
Williams, Garah, NSW (in memoriam), Sue Williams

Donations to the CBCA Awards Foundation are tax deductible and can be sent to :

PO Box 172, Blackheath NSW 2785
Ph: 02 4787 8492 or 02 9630 2424
Fax : 02 9630 2594
Or donate on line : http://cbca.org.au/foundation.htm
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